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How cities deal with the challenges of migration is one of the major questions of our times. The 
approaches chosen strongly influence the pace and dynamics of urban transformation. Not only did 
cities adopt similar housing and labor market policies in response to the influx of new arrivals, and at 
times deploy soft policy instruments to attract a specific type of labor migrant. Many cities also devised 
policies to foster the integration of these individuals into the host society. New alliances between civil 
society, migrant communities and local authorities developed especially with regard to Syrian refugees 
in European societies. Also in many cities a young generation of individuals, many of whom have an 
immigrant background, contrasts with predominantly “native” civil servants working in state institu-
tions. Lastly, neoliberalism has contributed to the formation to neighborhoods with a vibrant migrant 
presence becoming positively re-branded as “diverse” or “multicultural”, thereby becoming subject 
to gentrification processes. Other migrant neighborhoods, meanwhile, were still considered marginal 
places. All these changes are tied to a multiplicity of players within the urban fabric. Given this contra-
dictory reality of practices and governance there is no monodimensional conceptual approach that fits 
the needs of knowledge production in this field. Yet, we feel the need to address the structural dimen-
sion of urban transformation in relation to migration.

In this symposium we ask:

 X How can we conceptualize different models of urban governance of migration?

 X  What is the epistemological value of international comparative migration research  
with a focus on cities?

 X In which way do new intra-European alliances impact the organization of local life?

We have invited three outstanding speakers that have delivered cutting-edge empirical research as well 
as theoretical reflection on these questions. After presenting findings from our current flagship research 
project “Urban regeneration Practises, Migration and the Production of Socio-Spatial Disparities in Euro-
pean Cities”, we focus on the role of migration in relation to processes of urban transformation. Starting 
from the heuristic concept of “migration-led regeneration” we discuss the findings of our research on 
four second-tier, postindustrialized cities with have pursued conspicuous regeneration policies over 
the past 15 years and each feature immigrant populations. All cities selected different approaches, but 
faced similar problems when it came to the above mentioned conflicts. We aim to integrate the results 
of IRS-research into the topical academic debate.
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10.00 Registration

10.15  Welcome -----------------------------  Prof. Dr. Gabriela Christmann | Acting Director | IRS

10.30  UrbanReg Findings  -------------------  Prof. Dr. Felicitas Hillmann | IRS

10.50 Questions & Answers, Discussion

11.20 The Role of Multi-Level Governance 
 for Urban Regeneration  --------------  Prof. Dr. Peter Scholten | Universität Rotterdam

11.40 Discussant  ---------------------------  Dr. Manfred Kühn | IRS

11.50 Questions & Answers, Discussion

12.20 Lunch

13.30 Urban Migration Regimes?  
 The Local Negotiation of Migration ----  Prof. Dr. Andreas Pott | Universität Osnabrück 

13.50  Discussant  ---------------------------  Dr. Matthias Bernt | IRS

14.00 Questions & Answers, Discussion

14.30 The Role of Mayors and City Networks  
 for the Urban Governance of Migration -- Prof. Dr. Petra Bendel | Universität Erlangen

14.50 Discussant  ---------------------------  Dr. Laura Calbet I Elias | IRS 

15.00 Questions & Answers, Discussion

15.30 Closing Remarks  ---------------------  Prof. Dr. Felicitas Hillmann | IRS 

15.45 Coffee Break

16.30 Closure
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Invited Speakers

Prof. Dr. Petra Bendel | Universität Erlangen
is the academic director of the Central Institut for regional research (Zentralinstitut für Regionen-
forschung). She specializes on the logic of multi-level governance with regard to migration and has 
published widely in the field of policy-related topics. Her current projects (“Two worlds? Immigrant 
integration in Cities on the Country Side” and “When Mayors Make Migration Policy”) analyze refugee 
and immigrant integration in 100 German municipalities, and city networks dedicated to migration 
management.

Prof. Dr. Peter Scholten | Universität Rotterdam
is the director of IMISCOE (Network on International migration, integration and social cohesion) and 
holds a professorship at the University of Rotterdam. His fields of interest span seminal issues such as 
the governance of migration and migration-related diversity as well as public policy. His contribution 
will look at how urban governments can cope with the complexity of migration governance in multi-
level settings, and what governance risks present themselves when urban governments fail to respond 
to such complexity.

Prof. Dr. Andreas Pott | Universität Osnabrück
is director of IMIS (Institut für Migrationsforschung und interkulturelle Studien) at the University of 
Osnabrück. He has widely published in the field of migration, social mobility of the second generation, 
the refugee situation and racism. As a social geographer he is particularly interested in the spatial 
aspects of migration regimes. He will apply the migration regime perspective to local contexts an 
outline its analytic potential.  

Organizer
Prof. Dr. F. Hillmann 
Research Unit on Regeneration of Cities
felicitas.hillmann@leibniz-irs.de

Contact
kerstin.wegel@leibniz-irs.de

Registration
 X leibniz-irs.de/symposium

Directions
 X www.leibniz-irs.de/en/contact
 X google maps

Flakenstraße 29-31
15537 Erkner
www.leibniz-irs.de
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https://leibniz-irs.de/en/contact/
https://www.google.de/maps/place/Leibniz-Institut+f%C3%BCr+Raumbezogene+Sozialforschung./@52.433069,13.758917,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xea430b8f16dbd6f2!8m2!3d52.4275964!4d13.7563054
https://leibniz-irs.de/en/

